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A LETTER WRITTEN BY WILLIAM BIGGS, ESQ. 



[The Journal is indebted to the courtesy of Mr, James 
B. Laux, of 152 West 131st street, New York City, for 
a copy of the subjoined letter of William Biggs. Mr. 
Laux is making an exhaustive search for descendents of 
Wm. Biggs, and information that may aid him in writing 
a history of the Biggs family. In the course of his in- 
quiries this autograph letter was discovered among the 
Draper collection of manuscripts in the archives of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, where it is now preserved. 
Readers of the Journal who may know— or know of— - 
any of the descendents of Wm. Biggs, or are in possession 
of any facts relating to that family, will confer a great 
favor by communicating the same to Mr. Laux, at the 
above address.] 

(Draper Mss. 5NN18-20) 

Illinois Grandrusau May 28th 1789. 
Dear Brother 

I am happy with this opportunity to Communicate to 
you Concenring my Preasent and past surcomstance, I 
have bin Very Unfortunate since I left that Country in 
Regard of losses and Crosses and to help fill up my Mis- 
fortunes was taking Prisoner by the Indians on the 27th 
of March 1789 as I was Riding the Roade frome Bell- 
fontain to Cahokia. It happened about five miles frome 
home the shot fore balls into my horses boddy which 
frighted and startled the horse my saddle not being 
girted nor Cruppered Which the horse threw me with 
the Saddle to the ground; but I still held fast by the 
horses Maine for about thirty passes and in the mean- 
time made several Etempts to back him but all was in 
vaine, the horse Run about six hundred yards then fell 
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dead, by the time I had Eeeouvered the fall of the horse 
the Indians was within fifteen steps of me I Run about 
foure hundred yards before the catched me and I belive 
I should a cleared ought frome them if I had not bin so 
heavy Cloathed. There was another young man with me 
at the same time the Name of John Vallies which got 
wounded but Cleared himself and horse frome the Indians 
he lived about six weaks and then Died in his wounds. 
Tho throw the kind marceys of God my time was not long 
with them. There was Seven Indians in the Party that 
took me foure Kikapoues ajid three Weautonaues. The 
tooke me to the old Weaues town on the banks of the 
Waubaush about foure hundred and fifty miles from its 
mouth and it is about two hundred and fifty Miles frome 
the Ulinoise or Bellfountain. I was but three weaks in 
thare Coustidy of the savage I then made Intrest with a 
french trader that was at that town for Creadit and got 
goods and Purchased myself from the savage my Price 
was one hundred and seven bucks or dollars then con- 
tinued three weaks longer at the same town before an 
opportunity offered for my jurney. I then Proceeded on 
toward home by the way of the Opost, and the Expira- 
tion of my being frome home was ten weaks. On my 
jurney home I met with two men at the Opost which give 
me grate happyness to se the was on their way home to 
Kaintuckey. The had gest bin delivred by the kind hand 
of Providance out of the same dangers and Unhappy 
state that I had been in the Arived two days after me 
the had been taken on the Ohio River at the Mouth of 
Meamia three days before I was taaken, the Run away 
frome the Indians and got lost in the Woods the was 
forteen dayes before the got into the Opost, and jureing 
that time had nothing to Bate but one small fish the found 
throwed upon the Bank of a Creek and Eight turkey 
Eggs themi the had to Eate Raw by Reason the had no 
Armes nor fire works with them one of them was of the 
Name of James Gray he was once a soldyer in your 
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Copy, he Informed me you had been to Philadelphia in 
order to Rcouver Mothers Estate abd that you had Re- 
ooeiv^. the grater Part and in a likely way to get the 
whole, it would give me grate sattissf action if you would 
Wright me what success you made in the Etempt. I have 
wrote two diflfrent times Very Particular Ooncearning 
Mr. Thos. Stoakleys Contract and mine after the accident 
and losses his flower met with a coming down thare was 
not more then fifteen or sixteen Pounds Coming to him 
at the Rates floure sold at her and agreable to our Con- 
tract the Acount is got misslaid and Cant be found at 
Preasent is the Reason I cant be more Perticular in the 
Sume due to him, but if you Never have Receiv^. my let- 
ters Wright to me by the first opportunity Whether it is 
settled or no and how the Matter stands between you 
and him and the Rest of my Creaditors, and if I dont 
Come up myself by the assistance of the Almighty God 
I will Endeavor to send you something for sattisfaction 
and give you more Perticular accounts then I Can at 
Preasant. The Indians still Continues some little trouble- 
some in this Country so that the keep us in forts. Thare 
is now at this time forty men Come frome kaintucky and 
the settlements of Virginia on purpose to Exsplore this 
Country the like the Cluntry so well that the are allmost 
Determined when the go back to bring their famelies 
Emeadiely tho no Encouragement as yet frome Congrass 
tho the Exi>ect to make a Purchase and Come in a large 
boddy we Expect General St. dear here this sumer who 
is apointed Govenr for this Country Colon^ Morgan has 
made a settlement on the Spanish Shore Twentyfive 
leagues below the Mouth of Ohio. I have not Receiv^ 
aney letters frome you or the famely since that by Jn^. 
Walker. I do Earnestly Pray you would not neglect the 
Oppertuniteys wrighting for it is all the Comforts and 
Sattisfaction of our friend and Realations at such along 
disstance, I shall miss none. I Refer you to Mothers 
letter for farther sattisfaction. I have lost my son and 
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all the son I had tho I hope his sole is in Everlasting 
happiness, so I Conclude with the Blessings of God 
myself and the Rest of my famely is in a good state of 
health at Preasent and I hope you and the famely is Well. 
I am Dr. Sir your Affectinet Brother. 

Wm. Biggs. 
N. B. Tour two brothers and Sister here and her 
famely is well and desires to be Remembered to you and 
the famely. 
Addressed : Mr. Benjan. Biggs, Living in Ohio County 
Virga. near Westliberty W. B. 

Hon<*. by 

Mr. Jno. Rowling 

[Note— Wm. Biggs was bom in Maryland in 1755. At 
the age of 22 he enlisted in the force raised by Col. George 
Rogers Clark for conquest of the Illinois, and was elected 
a lieutenant of his company. After expiration of his 
military service he returned to Virginia, married there, 
and engaged in farming. In 1784, with his family, two 
brothers, and several of his former military comrades, 
he came back to Illinois, and settled near Bellefontaine, 
in Monroe county. His ability was recognized by Gov. 
St. Clair, who appointed him the first sheriff of St. Clair 
county. Subsequently he was twice elected to represent 
Illinois territory in the territorial legislature at Vincen- 
nes. In 1812 he was elected to represent St. Clair county 
in the legislative council, or Senate, and was re-elected 
in 1814. In 1808 he was elected ** Justice of the Peace 
and Judge of the Court of Common Pleas,*' in which 
capacity he served for several years. 

He was captured by the Kickapoo Indians when on the 
way from his home to Cahokia, on the 28th of March, 
1788, and taken by them to the upper waters of the 
Wabash. The account of his capture, captive life, and 
final release by paying a heavy ransom, dictated by him- 
self 38 years later, was published in full in the Transac- 
tions of the Illinois State Historical Society for the year 
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1902. The above letter to his brother has peculiar in- 
terest because written by himself but a short time after 
his release from the Indians. The ^^Grandrusau^' from 
which it is dated, was Piggott's blockhouse fort, a mile 
and a half west of the present town Columbia, in Monroe 
county, and was situated on a small stream known to the 
French settlers of the American Bottom as Le Grand 
Ruisseau. Mr. Biggs died in 1827.] 



